UGRAPPA'S NEW YEAR DAY              191
or two. But my wife says that today is a good
day and that I should ask you today. * Our
headman has made a gift of jaggery today, let
him also make a gift of brahminhood,* she says.
So I have come to ask you on this auspicious
day."
He meant that he had to invest his son with
the sacred thread. This was a matter of expense
and the headman was to help him.
Ugrappasaid: "Why not, we shall doit
this year. How old is the boy ?"
The priest said that he was ten years old.
"I ought to have done it last year alone. The
crops were not good and I did not know how I
could trouble you. Not to do it this year would
be a serious omission. The boy has so grown and
I am afraid of his coming to harm for want of
initiation. Whether he does the other duties of
a brahmin or not, he ought at least to repeat the
gayatri every day. Otherwise, what is the use of
his being born a brahmin ?"
" Quite so," said the headman. " Let alone
the boy coming to harm ; it is not good fo^the
village that a brahmin boy should be going alfout
in it without his thread. Do-it this xyeay^Ti he
people will manage and contribute the expense."
By this time they arrived at the headman's house